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otherwise indifferent; to secure attention and effort by offering
a bribe of pleasure. This procedure is properly stigmatized
as " soft" pedagogy; as a " soup-kitchen " theory of educa-
tion.
But the objection is based upon the fact — or assumption —
that the forms of skill to be acquired and the subject matter
to be appropriated have no interest on their own account: in
other words, they are supposed to be irrelevant to the normal
activities of the pupils. The remedy is not in rinding fault
with the doctrine of interest, any more than it is to search
for some pleasant bait that may be hitched to the alien material.
It is to discover objects and modes of action, which are con-
nected with present powers. The function of this material in
engaging activity and carrying it on consistently and con-
tinuously is its interest. If the material operates in this way,
there is no call either to hunt for devices which will make it
interesting or to appeal to arbitrary, semi-coerced effort.
The word interest suggests, etymologically, what is between,
— that which connects two things otherwise distant. In
education, the distance covered may be looked at as temporal.
The fact that a process takes time to mature is so obvious a
fact that we rarely make it explicit We overlook the fact
that in growth there is ground to be covered between an initial
stage of process and the completing period; that there is
something intervening. In learning, the present powers of
the pupil are the initial stage; the aim of the teacher repre-
sents the remote limit. Between the two lie means — that is
middle conditions: — acts to be performed; difficulties to
be overcome; appliances to be used. Only through them,
in the literal time sense, will the initial activities reach a sat-
isfactory consummation.
These intermediate conditions are of interest precisely be-
cause the development of existing activities into the foreseen
and desired end depends upon them. To be means for the
achieving of present tendencies, to be * between' the agent

